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cattle, utensils, arms, and ornaments. When a man dies, his
wife is burnt alive with him ; but when the wife dies, her
husband is not burnt. If a bachelor dies, he is married after
his death. Women are glad to be burnt ; for they cannot
enter into Paradise by themselves. This usage prevails also
among the Hindus, as we have said. But the Hindus never
burn a woman with her husband, unless it is her own wish.
" The majority of the population of this country are
Moslims ; for the standing army of the king consists of
Moslims. They are called al-Larisians, and come from
Khowarezm; whence they emigrated at an early period,
after the spreading of the Islam ; on account of drought
and plague which had visited their country. They are
brave, good soldiers, and form the strength of the king of
the Khazars in his wars. They fixed certain conditions
under which they would establish themselves in his country ;
one of these conditions was, that they should be allowed to
profess publicly the Islam; to build mosques and call out
the prayers ; and that the vizier of the kingdom should be
a man of their religion and nation. The vizier there is
at present from amongst them; his name is Ahmed Ben
Kuwaih. Another condition is, that if the king of the
Khazars should have a war against the Moslims, they would
remain separate in his camp (observe neutrality), and not
fight against a nation who profess the same religion ; but
they would fight for him against any other nation. There
are, at present, seven thousand horsemen of theirs, in the
army of the king, armed with bows and equipped in
cuirasses, helmets, and coats of mail : he has also some
spearsmen. In point of arms, they are like the soldiers in
Moslim countries. Their supreme judges, in religious and
civil matters, are Moslims.
" In accordance with the constitution of the kingdom of
the Khazars, there are nine supreme judges in the country;
two of them for the Moslims ; two for the Khazars, who
follow the laws of the Pentateuch in passing sentence ; two
for the Christians, who follow the laws of the gospel in their
decisions; and one for the Sclavonians, Russians, and the
other pagan population. The pagan judge decides after the
heathen laws ; that is to say, the dictates of reason, (not